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Part A: Multiple Choice (26 marks)  
Choose the best answer to complete the following blanks. Circle the letter (a, b, or c) that 

represents the choice. 

 

 

1. I bought you this cake. I _(1)_ you like it. 
a. hoped 
b. hope 
c. hoping 

 
2. I’m going to the bank _(2)_ get some 

money. 
a. for 
b. when 
c. to 

 
3. As a child I loved sports and _(3)_ play 

football every day.  
a. used to 
b. was 
c. had 

 
4. My doctor told me I _(4)_ not eat salty 

foods 

a. should 
b. could 
c. mustn’t 

 
5. I went to Hong Kong last week and _(5)_ 

a show. 
a. saw 
b. have seen 
c. did see 

 
6. My dentist, _(6)_ is very friendly, 

doesn’t charge a lot of money. 
a. which 
b. where 
c. who 

 
7. I like tea; _(7)_, I never drink tea at night 

time. 

a. because       
b. however  
c. moreover 

 
 

8. This box is heavy. _(8)__ help me to 

carry it to class? 

a. Will you          
b. Are you  
c. Should you  
 

9. If I were a rich person with lots of 
money, _(9)_. 

a. I can travel around the world  
b. I would travel around the world 
c. I will travel around the world  

 
10. My phone was stolen _(10)_ I didn’t zip 

my bag. 
a. but   
b. therefore 
c. because 

 
11. Have you _(11)_ the apartment yet? 

a. clean  
b. cleaning  
c. cleaned  

 
12. I hate my job! I do the same thing every 

day and it’s really _(12)_. 
a. boring  
b. bored  
c. boringly  

 
13. Have you read any books written _(13)_ 

J.K. Rowling?  
a. of   
b. from  
c. by  

 
14. I _(14)_ at Ocean Park yesterday. 

a. got a good time 
b. had got a good time  
c. had a good time 
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15. You can _(15)_ swimming, dancing and 
shopping. 

a. make   
b. go     
c. do 

 
16. What time did you _(16)_ this afternoon? 

a. come to school  
b. come school   
c. come back school 

 
17. How _(17)_ to get to Hong Kong? 

a. long it is   

b. far 

c. long does it take 

 
18. Can you please turn the TV _(18)_? I 

can’t hear it! 

a. off 

b. up    

c. down 

 
19. I _(19)_ very well with my sister. 

a. get on   

b. get out   

c. get over 

 
20. He _(20)_, “good morning.” 

a. told 

b. said me    

c. said 

 

21. The driver sits at the _(21)_ of the bus. 

a. start 

b. beginning 

c. front 

 

22. She drives _(22)_. 

a. well 

b. good 

c. fastly 

 
23. This street is _(23)_. 

a. very quite 

b. very quiet 

c. very quietly 

 
24. This is my nephew — my _(24)_. 

a. brother’s son  

b. brother’s daughter  

c. mother’s brother 

 
25. I’m _(25)_ a blue hat on my head. 

a. wearing   

b. having  

c. carrying 

 
26. He’s _(26)_. He should eat more. 

a. skinny 

b. fit 

c. handsome 
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Part B: Spotting Errors (10 marks) 
Read the sentences below and look carefully at the underlined words or phrases. Spot the error 

in each item by circling the letter below the underlined word/phrase chosen. 
 
Example: 

Question: When I first came to Macau in 1995, I eat a pork bun and I instantly loved the taste.            

                          a            b                    c                     d 

The answer is “c”, so you should circle ○c  

 

1. Joey and Ming have been classmates since September. They are decided to make a  
                                  a b 
cake together at Ming’s house for their class party.  

                           c                             d          
  

2. Joey found a recipe. Ming put in the eggs, flours, and milk. 
  a      b                      c                  d 
  

3. Joey mixed the ingredients well and open the oven to put the cake in. They waited  
      a        b               c 

 patiently.                                                                                
      d 

  

4. Whenever they took out the cake, it looked great. They brought the cake to the party and  
         a                                                                        b                                        c 
everyone took a bite. 

                     d 
 

5. Everyone knew something was wrong right way. The cake was missing an important  
                      a                                                    b                     c  

ingredient.       
       d 

  

 

6. If you want to protect yourself from food poisoning, follow this steps to stay safe.  
      a        b                                               c                 d 

 

7. Washed your hands for 20 seconds with soap and water before you start cooking. 
       a         b                             c                d 
  

8. Cook food long enough to kill bacteria. In addition, different foods has different cooking  
     a       b                               c                d 
 temperatures. 

 

9. My husband and I are hoping to buy a new car next year. That we have now is very old. 
     a       b             c                  d 
  

10. We are saving money at our bank account, so that we can buy the car of our dreams. 
                   a b  c          d 
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Part C: Cloze Passage (10 marks)   
Choose the best answer from the options listed below to complete the passage. Circle the letter (a, b, 

or c) that represents the choice. 

 

Five years __1__ deciding to combine all their land to ensure a larger land area for farming, 

residents __2__ a rural community in China have joined together to dig a well.  

 

The people of Hanyang in Wuhan province were determined to cooperate and share the work 

of farming __3__ that the village could produce enough food to sustain itself through the 

winter and even make some profit by sending the leftover harvest to neighboring markets.  

Through this model of collaboration, all villagers __4__ sharing the wealth.  Those __5__ are 

strong and capable work the land for as long as they can. When they are too old to do so, the 

village provides for their well-being.  These elders still have an important __6__ in the 

village as they become the caretakers for the next generation of children who are still too 

young to work in the fields. 

 

“I benefit when my neighbours benefit” __7__ one village elder.  “When we all work 

together to make our community strong, __8__ provides for and supports our future and that 

of our children.  You see this well project ensures fresh drinking water for everyone to use.  

There are more improvement projects that will be discussed now that we have community 

wealth that __9__ in this community.  We will build a school and a local hospital so that we 

can attract teachers and doctors from the city to work here.”   

 

If more communities in China and throughout the world followed this model, the world 

__10__ a better place to live. 

 
 

1. a. after   5. a. people  8. a. it 
 b. to the date    b. what   b. we 
 c. before   c. who   c. this  
           
2. a. at  6. a. performance  9. a. could invest 
 b. of   b. playing role   b. an investment 
 c. on   c. role to play   c. can be invested 
           
3. a. to surely  7. a. explaining  10. a. would be 
 b. to ensure   b. explained   b. maybe 
 c. made sure   c. explanation   c. has to be 
           
4. a. a benefit for         
 b. can benefit         
 c. could benefit from         
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Part D: Reading Comprehension I (14 marks)   
Read the following passage carefully and choose the best answer for each question. 

 
 

We know you have a smart phone and we know you love using it. That is why we 

would like to share a few reminders to make sure you use your smart phones 

properly and politely.        [Para. 1] 

 

____D______ 

Using a smart phone in class is generally not polite. However, some professors 

may let you have it out to take photos of class materials or even record lectures. 

That does not mean you are allowed to play games or text your friends. Most 

professors know when and how students use their smart phones in class. It is quite 

possible that they may not even warn you about your impolite behavior. Professors 

may see your lack of attention and interest as absence from class and think poorly 

of you. Later you may not get a recommendation letter from that professor for a 

scholarship or a job application. Is that one text message really worth it? Think 

twice and be sure to follow your professors’ class rules about smart phone use.  

           [Para. 2] 

 

Off means off - Or silent 

We do not need to remind you to turn off the sound , but don’t forget that a 

vibrating phone also makes noise (on your desk or in your bag). It can distract both 

teachers and other students. Therefore, be sure to turn off the vibration as well and 

keep your smart phone completely quiet.     [Para. 3] 

 

“But it’s an emergency”  

Yes, emergencies do happen. Professors understand that sometimes you may need 

to take a call. If any impending situation might require you to leave the classroom, 

you should first talk to your professor about it before you keep your smart phone 

on during the class.         [Para. 4] 

 

____C______ 

Many schools are creating smart phone apps. These apps can be used for doing 

class activities, searching for useful knowledge, or finishing exercises and 

homework. If your professor asks you to use these apps in class, then you are free 

to do that for educational purposes, but remember – don’t get distracted and start 

playing a game or messaging with friends!      [Para. 5] 

 

____B______ 

In the dormitory, if your roommate is studying or sleeping, leave the room and talk 

in the hallway or outside. In class, remember that others around you may see your 

smart phone screen and be distracted as well. Also, you should think about the 

actual cost per class. Remember: each class costs money . Don’t waste it! [Para.6] 
  
Adapted from: http://www.summerdiscovery.com/blog/2013 -08-06/cell-phones-and-college-tips-on-cell-phone-
etiquette 
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A. Choose the best heading for paragraphs 2, 5 and 6 from the following list A-E. Fill the 

correct letter (e.g. A, B, C … etc.) in the blanks on page 6. (2 marks each) 
 

A. Reduce the cost of smart phone use  

B. Show care and consideration for others 

C. Use of smart phone apps in class 

D. Respect classroom rules 

E. Make smart phones a job-hunting tool 

 
B. Circle the best answer for each of the following questions. (2 marks each) 

 

1. According to the passage,  

a. Students should never use their smart phones in class. 

b. Students who use smart phones properly in class will win a scholarship. 

c. Students may distract their classmates from learning, when they use smart phones in 

class. 

 

2. The writer of this passage writes “we do not need to remind you to turn off the sound” 

at the beginning of paragraph 3, because he or she thinks that:  

a. Telling readers to turn off the sound of their smart phone is not important. 
b. Readers should already know that the sound of smart phone would disturb the class, 

so it should be turned off. 
c. Readers will tell each other to turn off the sound of their smart phone before class 

starts. 

 
3. The best meaning of the underlined word “impending” in paragraph 4 is: 

a. About to happen  

b. Very difficult 

c. Sudden 

 
4. The best title for this reading passage is:  

a. How to Manage Smart Phones and Professors 

b. Five Rules of Using Smart Phones in Public and Private 

c. Smart Phone Use at University: Tips and Advice 
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Part E: Reading Comprehension II (20 marks)   

Why Time Management Is Important 

Passage based on: Appointment Plus. (2016). Why time management is important. Retrieved from 

http://www.appointment-plus.com/articles/why-time-management-is-important.php  

There are only 24 hours in a day. To improve, you must learn to manage this limited resource. 

It’s important for you to better manage your time. Scheduling apps and lists aren’t going to 

help if you don’t have the motivation to use them. You first need to understand why 

managing your time well is important. Here are 6 reasons why time management is crucial.  

[Para.1]  

First, when you take control of your time, you improve your ability to focus. When you are 

more focused, you are more efficient because you don’t waste time thinking about other 

things. You’ll finish tasks more quickly (the day will also seem to fly by). You accumulate 

extra time throughout your day that you can use later to relax and get a good night’s sleep. 

           [Para. 2]

  

Second, time management is the key to success. It allows you to take control of your life 

rather than following what others do. As you finish more each day, make better decisions, 

and feel more in control, people notice. Because your future employer will see that you can 

do more, you will have more opportunities for advancement.    [Para. 3]

           

The more you learn, the more valuable you will be to your future employer. There are great 

learning opportunities around you if you have time to stop and take advantage of them. When 

you work more efficiently, you have that time. Read a book or take a class about a topic you 

don’t know much about. Volunteer to help host your school’s open house. Even having lunch 

with people you don’t know well can be eye-opening.     [Para. 4] 

In addition, when you don’t have control of your time, it’s easy to feel rushed and stressed. 

When that happens, it can be hard to figure out how long it will take to complete a task. Once 

you learn how to manage your time, you no longer give yourself that much stress. This is 

better for your health. You will also be able to estimate better how long a task will take you, 

and you know you can meet the deadline.       [Para. 5] 

Finally, the better you get at time management, the more self-discipline you develop. This is 

a valuable skill that will affect other areas of your life where a lack of discipline has kept you 

from achieving a goal.        [Para. 6] 

It’s easy to see there are many positive effects of time management. Each benefit of time 

management improves another aspect of your life. All you have to do is get the cycle started. 

           [Para. 7]

    

[426 words]  

http://www.appointment-plus.com/articles/why-time-management-is-important.php
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Questions:  

 

1. Downloading schedule apps and making lists will not help improve a person’s time 
management if (circle the best answer)  

a. there are too many things to do 
b. time is a limited resource 
c. the person is not motivated to use them 
d. making schedules and lists takes too much time 

 
2. In paragraph 2 the underlined word accumulate could be best replaced by which of the 

following?  (circle the best answer) 
a. collect 
b. lose 
c. use well 
d. finish 

 
3. In your own words, write a sentence describing one thing the article suggests you do 

with the extra time you have after working quickly.  
 

You should relax and unwind before you sleep. OR You should learn something new, such as by 
reading, taking a class, volunteering, or getting to know new people.  

 
4. Based on information in this passage, is the following statement true or false:   (circle 

your choice) 

Managing time well is good for your health.         True / False (2 marks) 

Support your answer with a complete sentence in your own words. 
 

Stress has bad effects on your health, and having good time management can make you feel less 
rushed and less stressed, so it will improve your health. (2 marks) 

 

5. Identify 2 ways you could apply “self-discipline” (paragraph 6) to improve your life. Your 

answer should be written in complete sentences using your own words.   

______answers will vary_____(anything that shows the student doing something they should do 
but don’t want to/wouldn’t usually do)___________________________________________ 

 

Opened questions – marking rubric 
Q#4 Answer quality Q 3 & 5 

2 marks  answer with relevant content and clear support from the text, written grammatically in 
candidate’s own words. 

4 marks 

1.5 
marks   

 answer with relevant content and clear support from the text, & minor grammar errors. 

 correct sentence/phrase copied from text with own explanation. 

3 
marks 

1 mark 
 

 general answer, lack support; grammatical 

 answer with good support; some grammatical errors causing difficulty in understanding 

 correct sentence/phrase copied from text 

2 marks 

0.5 mark  an attempt with effort, key words present, but largely incomprehensible.  1 mark 

0 mark  wrong answer 

 no attempt 

0 mark 
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Part F: Writing (20 marks) 
Write a short essay on ONE of the given topics. Provide details and support your idea with your 

own life experience. You should aim to write at least 120 words. 

 

Make sure to write in complete sentences and in paragraph form. Pay attention to sentence 

structure, grammar and vocabulary. 

 

1. An event which made me happy 

2. Something I did which made another person happy 

 Content Language  

9 
/ 

10 

 Writing fully answered the question 

 Sufficient & relevant details  

 A holistic piece with 
intro+body+conclusion 

 Highly appropriate vocabulary 

 Good range of sentence patterns 

 Very few or no obvious grammar errors 

 Appropriate use of cohesion devices 

9 
/ 

10 

6 
/ 
8 

 Writing reasonable developed 

 Relevant support but with 
insufficient details 

 Text structure acceptable 

 Reasonable back of vocab 

 A variety of sentence patterns 

 Some grammar errors but not causing difficulty 
in understanding text 

 Reasonable cohesion devices 

6 
/ 
8 

4 
/ 
5 

 Writing not fully developed but 
partially answered the Q 

 Lack supporting details 

 Absence of Intro and/or concl  

 Limited vocab but still can convey meaning 

 Limited sentence patterns used 

 Grammar errors – some making it less easy to 
understand text 

 Limited but correct use of cohesion devices 

4 
/ 
5 

2 
/ 
3 

 Writing poorly developed  

 Lack details 

 Attempt to answer the Q but is 
largely irrelevant 

 Weak vocab 

 Basic sentence patterns used 

 Grammar weak – causing difficulty in 
understanding text 

 Lack cohesion 

2 
/ 
3 

 

0 
/ 
1 

 Writing not relevant to the Q 

 Poor vocab 

 No or almost not a properly written sentence 

 No or almost not a properly formed phrase 

 No cohesion 

0 
/ 
1 

 

 
 


