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Note: 

 

Students are advised to read these guidelines with a mentor such as a teacher, parent, family 

member, or friend who is able to provide clarification or guidance on the content.  

 



 
What is the purpose of the examination? 

 

The admission examination is designed to determine whether a student applying to the Institute for 

Tourism Studies is of the required standard needed for academic study. 

  

Students applying for the Chinese Bachelor Degree Programmes will need to demonstrate a 

satisfactory level of competency in the four skills: reading, writing, listening, and speaking, in 

order to achieve the credits for graduation. After graduation, students will seek placements in the 

industry where competence in the use of English is regarded as an essential determinant of their 

professional performance and success. 

 

It is important therefore, that students applying to the Institute are fully aware of, and prepared to 

meet, the demands which will be placed upon them during not only their years of study, but in 

their future career with the industry of their choice. 

 

 

How can I prepare myself for the examination? 
 

The guidelines presented here are intended to indicate those skills which will be tested to 

demonstrate whether a student meets the required standard for admission to the Institute for 

Tourism Studies. It is not possible to set an examination which will fully cover all the skills needed 

for the study and practice of tourism and hospitality knowledge as a discipline career. If granted 

admission, students must be prepared to further develop knowledge and skills through attendance 

and participation in English classes where the emphasis is on communicative competence through 

increasing vocabulary and facility in researching and presenting facts, inference, arguments, and 

conclusions. 

 

Besides learning rules of grammar or practicing composition pieces, an applicant should prepare 

himself or herself by reading widely – especially on any topic related to tourism and hospitality to 

become familiar with the concepts and vocabulary used in the study and practice of this important 

subject area. 

 

As often as possible, students should conduct conversations in English and report on the main 

points of interest and significance. Reporting skills are essential for the clarification and 

confirmation of information gained through not only conversations, but through lectures, 

discussions, individual and group problem-solving tasks which form the basis of learning in the 

various subjects in the programmes offered by the Institute. 

 

 

What form will the examination take?  
 

The English admission examination is divided into 6 parts. 

 

Part A – Multiple Choice Questions (MCQ) 

In Part A, 26 short texts will be presented and students are required to select the most suitable 

answer from the choices given.  

 

 These questions may require students to fill in the gaps with the most suitable lexis, word 

forms, verb tenses, or phrases/expressions.  

 

 They may also ask students to find suitable substitutes for rephrasing a given statement or 

a synonym to replace a word in a sentence.  

 

In short, the MCQ section focuses on students’ knowledge of grammar, usage and vocabulary. 



 
 

Part B – Spotting errors 

Ten sentences / groups of sentences will be presented. In each sentence / group of sentences, 4 

words/phrases are underlined. Students are required to choose the one that contains a grammatical 

error. These errors may be word forms, tenses, prepositions, subject-verb agreements…etc.  

 

Part C – Cloze 

It tests student’s understanding of the structure of English in a contextualized setting and their 

ability to supply suitable words of appropriate forms to fill in the 10 gaps in order to complete a 

text given. 

 

This section is similar to the MCQ section in the sense that it requires students to choose the best 

answer to fill in each blank. Yet, in the cloze, one passage is presented. Students need to choose 

answers that not only complete a particular sentence but can also relate the sentence to the rest of 

the text to form a meaningful passage. 

 

Part D – Short reading 

A short passage is presented in Part D. Students need to demonstrate their reading skills by 

answering a series of MCQs or matching questions. These questions may require students to show 

understanding of the meaning of a word, a phrase, a part of the passage or the whole passage. 

Other types of questions include matching headings to paragraphs and putting paragraphs in a 

sensible order 

 

The passages will be taken from different sources. Therefore, students preparing for the admission 

examination should explore different types of English texts so as to familiarize themselves with 

various writing styles. 

 

Part E – Reading comprehension 

Students will read a passage taken from a book, newspaper, magazine or the Internet on a general 

topic. Students then will answer a set of questions to demonstrate their understanding of the text 

and ability to reason or to give opinion. The questions can be in the form of Multiple Choice 

Questions, True or False questions with justification or open-ended questions 

 

As this section tests both students’ reading and writing skills, the open-ended questions and the 

justification part of T/F questions require students to provide answers in complete sentences. 

Answers in single words, short phrases and/or incomplete sentences will result in deduction 

in marks. 
 

This section also examines students’ ability to demonstrate their understanding of the text and 

questions and to express their ideas in English; therefore, all answers should be in students’ own 

words. Sentences copied from the text will result in deduction in marks. 
 

Part F - Writing 

Two topics will be presented in Part E. Students will be required to select ONE of the topics and 

construct a piece of writing to reflect the students’ ability to discuss the situation, express personal 

opinions, and declare personal interests. Credits will be given for clarity of expression, 

appropriate choice of words, good sentence construction, the logical development of ideas, and 

accuracy in the use of grammar, spelling and punctuation, originality of ideas, and style. 

 

Any phrases / sentences copied from the passages in the exam will result in severe deduction 

in marks. 

 


